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Mark Forrest, òA Friend to Alló 
By Tanya Schreiber 

Ann Hocking, owner and operator of On This Rock Catholic Bookstore in Oshkosh, is thoroughly 

impressed with Mark Forrestñthe entertainer and the person.   

I spoke with Ann about her experience with International Irish Tenor, Mark Forrest.  Ann tells me 

that Mark Forrest is òthe most engaging, funny, and loving person.  When you hear him sing and talk 

about life and the Lord he sounds like a life-long friend.ó 

Ann was so impressed when she first met Mark years ago as the music minister for a national Catholic marketing net-

work, she attends the weeklong event every year.  Ann has experienced many retreats, and has attended many adult 

programs for Catholics but says she has never met someone so personable as Mark Forrest. 

òMark greets everyone in the same manner, with this 

love of Christ in his eyes!  He has a pure heart for the 

Lord and he is so funny!  When people attend this 

concert they will be blown away by him.ó 

Ann says that it is an honor for our community to have the opportu-

nity to hear him sing and to hear his message about life. 

St. Maryôs &  

St. Johnôs Connection 

St. Mary and St. John the Baptist Catholic Churches  

Worried about parking at Lawrence?   
No needðwe have  
arranged a bus to trans-
port all seniors (55+) from 
St. Maryôs parking lot to 
Lawrence University!  The 
service will be free of charge and open to all 
seniors.  Please contact the Parish Office to 
reserve your seat.   

The Catholic Parishes of St. Mary and St. John the Baptist, Menasha, are 

very honored to bring to the Fox Valley internationally acclaimed singer 

and song-writer Mark Forrest and pianist, John-Paul Kaplan.  The St. 

Lawrence Memorial Chapel is the perfect setting for this concert of  

inspirational messages and songs.  The concert will begin at 1:00 p.m.  

on Sunday, October 9. 

Forrest, an acclaimed Irish Tenor originally from Dublin, has filled con-

cert halls and cathedrals from Carnegie Hall to the Vatican.  He has sung 

inspirational Hymns for luminaries such as Pope John Paul II and Mother Theresa.   

Tickets are $20 in advance or $25 at the door.  Tickets are available at the  

Parish Office, from the weekend Scrip person, at St. Patrickõs Bookstore in 

Appleton, or at On this Rock Catholic Bookstore in Oshkosh.  For additional 

ticket information, call 725-7714. 

Irish Tenor Mark Forrest to Perform at Lawrence University Chapel 

To learn more about Mark Forrest and his Faith and Family  

Foundation go to: http://www.markforrest.com/ 
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Getting to Know Our New Pastor, Father Paul Paider 

By John Kiefer 

On August 31, 2011, the Reverend Paul J. Paider was named 

the 24th Pastor of St. John the Baptist and the 17th Pastor of 

St. Mary.  For Father Paider, the call to come to Menasha was 

òGodõs call to me.ó    A very traditional man, both in his 

spiritual and personal life, Father Paider is thrilled with the 

opportunity that faces him here in Menasha.  I recently sat 

down with our new pastor to discover more about our new 

leader.  

Q  Was there a defining mo-

ment that you knew you wanted 

to be a priest? 

A  Yes, way back in 2nd grade 

when I made my First Com-

munion I felt an inward call.  I 

imagine it was just like knowing 

who to marry.  I remember my 

First Communion like it was 

yesterday.  I can still smell the 

flowers.  It was momentous in 

my life. 

Q  Who inspired you to be-

come a priest? 

A  Many people inspired me.  My parents prayed with us and 

taught us the faith.   I was also very close to my grandmother, 

who was brought up Lutheran, but was a convert to the 

(Catholic) faith.  She took her Catholic faith very seriously.    

My 2nd grade teacher and the Pastor at that time, Fr. Benedict 

Marx.  It is his chalice that I have and use to this day and he 

is someone I miss greatly.  He was like a second father, uncle 

and grandpa to me.   Fr. Milton Suess, one of my closest 

friends, and Fr. William Hemauer were also mentors. 

Father Paider is the oldest child of Mark and Elaine Paider.  

He is four years older than his sister Janet (husband Don 

Rank and children Ryan and Rachelle) and nine years older 

than his sister Amy (husband Kevin Albedyll and children 

Madeline and Marisa).   He is Godfather to Marisa and 

Rachelle.   

Q  What was it like growing up with two sisters? 

A  We were a very close family and we still are.  (My sisters 

and I) played together often and of course I teased them but 

I also watched out for them.  We were all in 4-H and I was in 

FFA (Future Farmers of America) so we spent much of our 

time in the summer getting ready for the County Fair.   

I remember fondly our family trips to Mackinaw Island, Wis-

consin Dells and the House on the Rock.  These were big 

trips for our family.  We enjoyed each otherõs company.   

Q  What was Christmas like for you growing up? 

A  Christmas was a big thing for us and it still is.  We gath-

ered for Christmas at Grandma and Grandpa Velicer's (my 

mother's parent's home)  ð an old farm house.  We all gath-

ered in the parlor, with the nice furniture and the beautiful 

Christmas tree ð this room was only used for special occa-

sions.  Our Christmas trees were always real and the Czech / 

German decorations came from my grandparents.  We would 

have a feast of Muscovy duck ð something we still do to this 

day.   Christmas Eve was also full of tradition.  I remember 

the feast that included prunes, peas and mushrooms.   We 

also went sleigh riding and there was a sizable hill that was 

great for sledding.   

Q  What are some of your favorite things to do with your 

free time? 

A   Anything related 

to the farm.  This was 

my playground grow-

ing up and still is to-

day.  I love the sim-

plicity of the country.   

In the winter I love to 

put the sleigh bells on 

my single seat cutter 

sleigh and go out into 

the countryside.  This 

is a very peaceful 

time.  As I sit behind 

the horse, I realized 

how fast history has 

transpired.  It wasnõt 

long ago that horses were our main mode of transportation.   

Q   What or who got you interested in horses? 

A  Horses came into play around the time that I was newly 

ordained.  I got to know a family (Joe Vander Heiden family) 

in Kaukauna and I quickly became their 11th child.   I feel like 

an adopted son and the familyõs oldest son is like a brother to 

me.   This family gave me a foal, Prince, who is a Welsh pony 

ð this was my first horse.  Spike, a Hackney pony, came along 

later.  Horses are just majestic and glorious animals and are 

very proud. 
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Q  Who is the person, dead or alive, that you would like to 

meet? 

A  This is a very tough questioné  I would say, due to my 

love of history, Abraham Lincoln.  I would like to know 

about the great strife in his life and how he felt about one of 

the darkest chapters in our Countryõs history.   I have a deep 

love of the Civil War era.  One of 

my biggest thrills was going to Get-

tysburg.  To imagine the bloodshed 

that occurred here.  I have great 

reverence and respect for the battle 

and for those that died there.   This 

(battlefield) has to be experienced.   

Q  What was the most memorable 

or moving moment while being a 

priest? 

A  My ordination ð both of them (as 

a deacon and priest).  My ordination 

as a deacon 20 years ago in Balti-

more was a crowning moment.  It 

was a powerful experience and I 

knew òsomethingó had happened.  I 

felt the gift of the Holy Spirit enter 

into me.   

For my ordination to priesthood, 

many people made a sacrifice to 

travel to be there.  I felt a great 

peace.  Bishop Banks was very serene and there was gentle-

ness about the moment.  It was important for me to go back 

to Luxemburg to celebrate my first mass as this was where all 

of my sacraments were received. 

Q  What intrigued you about the opportunity here at St. Mary 

and St. John? 

A  Bishop Ricken asked me ð it was that simple.   I was open 

to what God wanted.  Many months before I was asked to 

come here, I knew in my heart that I would be here.  When I 

was praying, Menasha kept coming into my heart.  I didnõt 

know why at the time but after everything happened, I under-

stood how God was preparing me to leave and to come to 

Menasha. 

Q  What do you see as the biggest challenge for our parishes? 

A  On the temporal side, we need to address the financial 
concerns facing our parishes.  We need to grow our parishes 
and when we are successful with this, the financial issues 
should be addressed.    We need to pass on the gift of faith- 
the 2000 years of Catholic faith.   (Our parishes) have great 
history.  Rt. Rev. Msgr. John Hummel saw great value of 
Catholic Education and had a great appreciation of the Mass.  

My obligation to the priesthood 
calls for me to carry on what Fr. 
Hummel started so long ago.   I 
feel a sense of permanency and 
belonging here and I truly believe 
that this is Godõs call to me.   I 
have been called to shepherd these 
parishes and this has become 
home.  

Q  In the short time that you have 

been with us, you have made some 

wonderful, spiritual yet modest 

changes to the appearance of both 

churches.  Along what lines can we 

expect to see more changes? 

A  The re-translation of the Mass 

will be the biggest change that we 

will face in the coming months.  I 

would like to continue to enhance 

what is already here.  The solem-

nity of the liturgy is important and 

everything should be beautiful.  

Mass should be like touching Heaven.   

The Mass should be celebrated with great reverence and awe-

some beauty.  The music, the chalice, even the candle holders 

should enhance the celebration of Mass.  I feel good art rein-

forces good faith.  

While studying in Baltimore, I visited the Cathedral there and 

I was also able to visit Rome.  Magnificent, beautiful places!   

In Rome, I was able to touch places and things that I studied 

about.   I stood where Peter was crucified and I was able to 

be close to Pope John Paul.  These times in my life grew my 

passion for beautiful things and art in the church. 

Birthplace:  Green Bay, WI 

Birthdate:  July 29, 1963 

Ordination Date: 6/6/1992 

Ordained By:  Bishop Robert J. Banks 

Ordained At:  St. Francis Xavier Cathedral, Green Bay 

Education: 

Luxemburg-Casco High School, Year: 1982 

Divine Word College Seminary, Epworth, Iowa, Degree: B.A. 

in Theology, Year: 1987 

St. Mary Seminary and University, Baltimore, Maryland, De-

gree: S.T.B. and M. Div., Year: 1992  

Continued on Page 4... 

Father Paiderõs Beautiful Things Wish List 

St. John the Baptist 

Re-guild candle holders and crucifix for the main altar. 

Re-guild ciboria and chalices. 

New altar cloths for the main altar and the altar of 

repose.  Gold, Green, Purple and White embroidery 

Tabernacle veils Gold, Green, Purple, Red   

Song Board  

St. Mary 

Thabor for exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. 

Six free standing gothic candle holders for the Altar of 

Sacrifice. OR 

Six gothic holders for the altar mensa.  

Refinish the monstrance and ciboria.  

Lace altar linens, (like the gold set), done in purple, green, 
blue and red. (For all four altars).  

Extra sanctuary chairs (six) to match the celebrant 
chair and the server chairs.  

Restoration of the St. Mary, St. Joseph paintings and 
stations  



Phone: 920-725-7714 

Fax: 920-725-7612 

E-mail: jjulius@tcces.k12.wi.us 

Parish & FF  Office 

528 Second Street 

Menasha, WI 54952 

Faith Formation Center 

516 De Pere  Street  

We are on the Web: menashacatholicparishes.org 

St. Mary and St. John the 

Baptist Catholic Churches  

Two ParishesñOne Faith 

Did you knowéThe St. Mary/St. John weekly 

bulletin can now be found on the SeekandFind 

website: seekandfind.com. Search for St. Mary 

or St. John, Menasha.  

Getting to Know Father Paul Paideré                              continued from page 3 

Q  If you had to describe yourself in one word, what would it be? 

A  This is a very tough question.  I guess the word would be òthrilled.ó  Iõm thrilled with life, with the potential of the future.  

Iõm thrilled about being here at St. John and St. Mary and about the bright future of both parishes.  We have opportunity to 

build on the history and on the sacrifices of the past.   The people here are very good, very kind, very kind.  I was struck by 

how extremely kind everyone was when I arrived.    

Rapid Fire Questionsé 

Q  Favorite Saint? A  Hard to say just one ð but I would have to say Saint Paul, my patron saint  

Q  Favorite author? A  John Steinbeck (writer noted for his novels about agricultural workers) 

Q  Favorite sport to watch? A  Football ð Packers! 

Q  Favorite sport to play? A  Cross country skiing 

Q  Favorite foods? A  Any kind of ethnic dishes ð Old Bavaria restaurant is like having Grandmaõs house back! 

Q  Favorite movie? A  Lots of them. The Blue and the Gray but I also like humor too 

Q  Favorite music? A  All kinds.  Classical- I was trained as a pianist from 3rd grade to high school.  I really enjoy 

 Mozart.  I also enjoy scared music and ethnic music ð Czech and German polkas 

Q  Favorite pet? A  Chucky the cat (the 3rd).  A farm cat that followed many others including Peter the cat and 

 Blackie- my first cat 

Pancake Breakfast kicks off  Parish Events for 2011-12 

The first pancake breakfast was held on Sunday, September 25th at St. 

Mary and was attended by over 125 guests!   Parish staff members and 

Parish Council members hosted the event with a huge show of sup-

port from the Knights of Columbus.  With the huge turnout and some 

òrookiesó in the kitchen, the Knights truly came to the rescue with 

their experience and numbers.  Thank-you Knights of Columbus!   

The next breakfast will be part of the Fall Festival on October 30. 

Parish Event Planning meeting to be held October 3rd  
On Monday, October 3rd at 5 p.m. at St. Mary, a meeting will be 

held to discuss the status of our Parish Events for 2011-12.  All 

interested parishioners are encouraged to attend.   
 

We will review the slate of events planned already and discuss how 

we can incorporate our past successes into our future events.   

Chicken Dinner 

Polka Band 
 The Downtowners 
Sunday Breakfast 

Craft Sale 

Flavor of Fall  

 Soups and Sweets 

Pumpkin Carving 

Silent & Basket  
 Auction 

FALL FESTIVAL 2011 
Saturday, October 29 

4 pm - 10 pm 
Sunday, October 30 

9 am - 2pm 

Volunteers are always needed!  Call the Parish Office to find out how you 

can help make this yearõs Fall Festival a smashing success! 

Donations for the basket raffles can be dropped off at the Parish Office.   


